
 

 

Blue and adorable. 

Blue death feigning beetles are small, hardy beetles that can be kept as pets. They require  

very little space, don’t bite, and are relatively inexpensive to care for. Their name comes from  
their blue color and behavior; to feign death when threatened. Combined with the fact that these 

beetles tend to live relatively long lives when compared to other beetle species, you can be sure that 
their quirky antics can be admired for years to come.  

 

Lifespan   

A long-lived species of beetle, capable of living > 8 years. 

Size 

Can reach lengths of .5-1 inches as an adult. Males can be identified by their very hairy antennae, whereas females 

tend to have little to no hair on their antennae.  

Natural History 

These beetles are native to the Southwestern portions of the United States, in dry arid environments 

such as the Sonoran and Mojave Deserts.  

The blue color of their bodies comes from a waxy secretion which protects them from overheating and 

dehydration. When frightened or stressed, these beetles will fall onto their backs and play dead.  

Housing 

A 1-gallon enclosure can house 2 adult beetles, but more space to explore is recommended as these 

beetles are very active (and curious!). They cannot fly or climb smooth surfaces, such as glass, but a 

screened lid is essential for keeping other pets or unattended children out of the enclosure. These 

beetles are considered social and appreciate living in groups with the correct sex ratios (1:1 – 1:4+; 0:2+) 

Lighting & Heating 

As a rule of thumb, these beetles can be kept at room temperature with no special lighting requirements 

(70-85F during the day and into the lower 60’s at night). Unless your house is kept very cold (particularly 

in the winter months), heating supplements are not required. A small heating pad can be added to the 

side of the enclosure if the temperatures fall below 60F during the day.  

Humidity should be maintained very low for this species (<20%). Too much humidity will cause 

unintended stress; beetles will turn dark blue in response to the added moisture. To that point, a water 

bowl is not necessary. Beetles receive adequate water from the foods that they eat.  

If looking to illuminate the enclosure for aesthetic purposes or to create a day/night cycle for your 

beetles, a small LED light bar is perfect.  
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Substrates & Cage Décor 

For the blue death feigning beetle, the substrate you chose will aid in the recreation of its natural 

habitat and ensure a safe and functional environment. Sand, soil, cocofiber, bark chips, or mixtures of 

both at a depth of 2-3”are best when keeping these beetles.  

Cork bark flats/rounds/tubes, sterilized woods, cactus skeletons (cholla), leaf litter, artificial and/or live 

hardy desert plants, and most commercially available reptile décor are acceptable décor options. When 

housing multiple beetles together, it is best to provide them with multiple hides.  

Diet & Nutrition 

As a detritivore, blue death feigning beetles are scavengers by nature and will eat almost anything 

offered to them. As such, it is best to provide food to them at all times. These foods can include fruits, 

vegetables, “insect jelly,” and dead insects (such as crickets or mealworms) for protein.  

Replace or remove uneaten foods after 2-3 days to prevent mold growth. These beetles obtain enough 

water through the foods that they consume and do not need a water dish, but they can be misted lightly 

once a week.  

Handling & Temperament  

While this beetle is hardy, it is best to handle them when necessary - and with care. As they become 

accustomed to being handled, they may feign less and for shorter periods of time. Otherwise, they are 

an excellent specimen to simply watch and admire.  


